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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1947. 

The  general  health  of  the  town  remained  good  throughout 
the  year  and  no  epidemic  disease  occurred.  I  would,  however, 
draw  the  attention  of  your  Council  to  the  tables  in  the  body  of 
the  report  dealing  with  unsound  food.  Your  Inspectors 
condemned,  as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  well  over  two 
thousand  samples  during  the  year.  This,  if  consumed  by  the 
public,  would  doubtless  have  caused  much  illness. 

Once  again  the  births  showed  a  considerable  increase 
over  previous  years,  and  although  the  birth  rate  is  lower  than 
England  and  Wales  as  a  whole,  the  comparison  is  not  an  exact 
one,  as  your  population  is  over-weighted  by  elderly  people. 
The  infantile  mortality  rate,  which  is  a  good  index  of  the  care 
of  the  young,  is  only  half  that  of  the  country  as  a  whole. 

The  deaths  numbered  eighty-five,  and  are  about  average 
for  the.  town.  Interesting  facts  are  that  three-quarters  of  the 
deaths  occurred  over  the  age  of  65  years,  and  one  half  over  75 
years  of  age.  As  regards  causes  of  deaths,  it  may  be  noted  that 
two-thirds  of  the  total  occurred  from  diseases  of  the  heart  and 
blood  vessels,  doubtless  being  the  result  of  the  wear  and  tear  of 
life  which  the  new  science,  Gerontology,  may,  in  the  future,,  do 
something  to  ameliorate.  At  the  present  time,  however,  much 
could  be  done  for  these  aging  people  by  the  provision  of  small 
houses  on  a  level  site  situated  close  to  the  town’s  amenities. 


Section  A. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres) 

Population — 1931  Census 
Estimated  Population — Mid  1947  ... 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

Rateable  Value  . 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  . 

Loan  Debt  .  . 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births  .. 

56 

43 

99 

Legitimate 

54 

42 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

England 
and  W ales 

Birth  rate  per 

1,000  population 

16.6 

20.5 

Still  Births  3 

'  ♦ * •  •••  •  •  t 

30.0 

0.50 

2098 

5131 

5974 

1702 

09.694 

£156  7s.  nd. 
£147,206 
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Male  Female 

T  otal 

Deaths  39  46 

85 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 

...  14-2 

12.0 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 

...  Nil 

1.17 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 

2 

Infantile  Mortality 

...  20.6 

41.0 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : 

Infectious  Causes  : 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  x 

<  ...  ■  .  .  •• .  'i 

General  Causes : 

Arterio  Sclerosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Senility  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .4 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Congenital  ...  ...  ...  ..,  ...  *...  1 

Stomach  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

tH  '  ‘ 

Asthma  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Coal  Gas  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


£>5 

Causes  of  Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  : 

Acute  Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Asphyxia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


AGE  of  DEATH  TABLE. 


Age  at  Death  Males 

Infants  under  1  year  1 

1—  5  *  ...  ...  — 

5—L5  T 

15—25  1 

25—35  — 

35—45  1 

45—55  1 

55—65  6 

65—75  12 

75  and  over  ...  36 


39 

Tot  a  I 


2 


Females 

1 


4 
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Section  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  of  the  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


The  general  provisions  of  the  health  services  remained  as 
reported  in  previous  years. 

•  .  1  ,,  i  '  , 

During  the  year  the  County  Council  submitted  schemes 
for  the  implementation  of  part  three  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946.  On  study  of  the  proposals  it  was  found  that 
the  intention  of  the  Health  Authority  was  to  completely 
centralise  the  administration  which,  in  the  opinion  of  many, 
would  aggravate  an  already  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs. 
After  much  deliberation  the  district  authorities  decided 
unanimously  to  appeal  for  delegation  of  these  powers,  and  these 
discussions  are  still  continuing. 

For  the  preventive  Medical  Services  to  work  properly 
and  efficiently,  it  is  essential  that  the  environmental  and  personal 
services  should  be  integrated.  This,  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer, 
can  only  be  achieved  by  one  senior  officer  stationed  locally  who 
can  deal  with  situations,  as  they  arise,  on  the  spot.  The  question 
is,  therefore,  to  whom  are  these  important  functions  to  be 
delegated  ?  It  appears  that  the  machinery  for  decentralisation 
is  not  yet  in  existence.  What  appears  to  be  necessary  first  is 
the  creation  of  a  new  authority,  either  by  amalgamation  or 
federation,  which  would  be  intermediate.,  in  population  and 
financial  resources  between  the  present  too  small  district  and  the 
unwieldly  County.  If  some  such  arrangement  as  this  could  be 
agreed  upon,  the  Preventive  Medical  Services  could  be  organised 
as  a  whole  on  a  local  basis  with  a  great  increase  of  efficiency, 
as  much  overlapping,  at  present  inseparable  from  the  two  tier 
system,  would  be  eliminated. 

Hospital  Accommodation  :  The  Public  Assistance 
Institution  is  used  as  a  general  infirmary. 

I 

Maternity  Accommodation  :  The  proposed  Maternity 
Home  at  St.  Michaels,  Whitchurch,  although  reported  in  the 
last  annual  report  as  being  imminent,  has  yet  not  materialised. 
The  plans,  however,  have  now  been  submitted  and  passed  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

The  Tavistock  Voluntary  Hospital  continued  to  do 
splendid  work,  but  is  handicapped  by  staff  difficulties  and  lack 
of  accommodation, 
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Section  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  in  the  AREA. 


Water  Supply— 

Sufficiency  : — Previous  reports  refer  to  an  insufficiency 
of  water  supply  in  the  town  during  Autumn,  necessitating  an 
intermittent  supply  for  a  short  period.  However,  during  the 
period  under  review,  in  spite  of  the  exceptionally  hot  and  dry 
summer,  the  curtailment  of  supply  was  much  reduced.  This 
amelioration  was  due  to  work  undertaken  in  the  winter  months 
by  P.O.W.  labour  on  the  Kilworthy  intake  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Council’s  Surveyor.  It  was  not  necessary  to  restrict  the 
supply  until  23rd  October.  Apart  from  this  foresight  the  town 
would  doubtless,  under  the  circumstances,  have  suffered  very 
grave  inconvenience.  At  the  close  of  the  year  further  capital 
works  of  improvement  had  commenced. 

The  vast  majority  of  premises  are  served  by  an  internal 
water  supply.  There  are,  however,  still  a  few  very  poor  dwellings 
which  have  only  a  standpipe. 

Quality  : — A  total  of  fifteen  bacteriological  samples  were 
taken  of  the  water  from  distribution  mains.  Of  these,  three 
were  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory  bacteriologically.  The  cause 
was  suspected  to  be  due  to  contamination  in  the  storage  reservoir, 
and  on  the  reservoir  being  cleansed  further  samples  were  favour¬ 
ably  reported  upon. 

Treatment  : — Both  the  main  supply  from  Kilworthy 
and  the  subsidiary  supply  from  Sandy  Park  are  chlorinated  by 
simple  chlorination,  and  a  residual  of  .2  p.p.m.  is  secured  and 
recorded  about  twice  weekly  throughout  the  year.  Owing  to 
the  nature  of  the  source — shallow  land  drains — and  the 
impracticability  of  filtration  treatment,  your  Medical  Officer 
considers  the  continuance  of  chlorination  essential.  Complaints 
of  taste  and  smell  in  the  water  are  periodically  received  for 
which  the  chlorination  is  blamed  by  the  public.  However,  free 
chlorine  has  never  been  demonstrated  by  chemical  tests  from 
water  issuing  from  taps  in  the  town.  It  is  more  probable  that 
the  objectionable  effluvia  is  caused  by  ferruginous  material 
from  old  pipes.  A  further  possibility  is  a  by-product  of  chlorine 
with  precipitated  smoke  haze. 

0 
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Chemical  Analysis  of 

Water 

Kil- 

Sandy 

worthy 

Park 

Intake 

Intake 

Hardness  (Total) 

Temp.  2.6  Temp.  2.2 

Perm.  1.6  4.2  Perm.  3.6 

5-8 

Chlorides  as  Chlorine 

1.6 

1.6 

Ammonia  free  and 

• 

saline  as  nitrogen... 

Nil 

Nil 

Ammonia,  albuminoid 

as  nitrogen 

0.002 

0.0048 

Nitrates  as  nitrogen 

0.12 

0.16 

Nitrites  as  nitrogen 

Nil 

Nil 

Oxygen  (absorbed  3  hrs. 

at  37°C)  . 

0.036 

0.042 

Metals,  zinc,  copper 

not  . 

not 

and  lead  ... 

detected 

detected 

P.H.  Value 

6.4 

6.4 

Remarks 

Clear 

Clear 

and 

and 

free 

free 

from 

from 

sediment 

sediment 

Swimming  Bath — 

The  Swimming  Bath  is  supplied  by  an  overflow  from  the 
Sandy  Park  drinking  water  supply,  and  is  emptied  and  cleansed 
once  fortnightly. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  of  the  AREA. 

Complaints— 

Forty-seven  complaints  were  received  of  sanitary  defects 
at  premises  not  under  the  Council’s  control,  and  twenty-two 
informal  notices  were  served  to  remedy  these  defects.  Four 
statutory  notices  were  served  andcrcomplied  with. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds— 

Twenty  visits  were  made  to  dairies  and  cowsheds  in  the 
district. 

Food  Preparing  Premises— 

Thirty-two  visits  were  made  to  bakehouses,  butchers’ 
shops  and  ice  cream  vendors. 

General— 

Apart  from  minor  defects  and  inattentions  which  were 
remedied  by  informal  action,  the  premises  in  the  above  categories 
were  generally  satisfactory. 
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Factories  Act,  1937. 
1.— Inspections. 


Number  of 

Premises 

'  r. 

(i) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspec¬ 
tions  - 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occu¬ 

piers 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in 
which  Sections  i, 
2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by 
Local 

Authorities 

36 

28 

i 

2 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section 
7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority 

21 

12 

1 

Nil 

(iii)  Other 
*  Premises  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  ... 

57 

40 

3 

Nil 

7 


/ 


>> , 

i  •  ••  ■:  }  a  • 

■  its  *  # 
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2. — Cases  In  which  Defects  were  found. 


/ 


Particulars 

| 

.  '  - 1  ■  i 

(i) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  Defects 
were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prose¬ 
cutions 
were 
insti¬ 
tuted 
(6) 

F  ound 

(2) 

Reme¬ 

died 

(3) 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

(5) 

Want  of 

Cleanliness 

I 

I 

— 

— 

Nil 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

Unreasonable 

Temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

Inadequate 

Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors 

I 

I 

.  . 

.  - 

Nil 

Sanitary 
Conveniences  : 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

2 

I 

- 

- 

Nil 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Nil 

Total  . 

6 

5 

— 

- . 

Nil 

j 


p 
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Disinfections— 

Three  premises  have  been  disinfected  after  occurrence  of 
infectious  disease  or  on  production  of  a  medical  certificate. 

Weather— 

The  Meteorologist  supplied  the  following  statistics  for 
the  year  : —  ■' 

Height  above  sea  level — 457  feet  in  Stevenson  Screen  ; 
Latitude  50.33  N.  ;  Longitude  4.10  W.  ; 

The  total  amount  of  rain  was  40.97  ins.  ; 

The  total  number  of  rainy  days  was  187  ; 

The  average  amount  of  rain  was  3.41  ins. 

The  greatest  fall  was  35.7  m.m/s  (1.4  ins.)  on  the  12th 
March. 


RAINFALL  for  1947. 


Total 

Greatest 

Number 

Month 

Depth 

fall  in 

Date 

of 

in. 

24  hours 

Rainy 

Inches 

(m.m/s) 

Days 

January 

...  4.9 

24.6 

5th 

15 

February 

...  0.8 

9-1 

2nd 

8 

March 

...  8.2 

35-7 

12th 

26 

April 

...  3.0 

20.0 

5th 

16 

May 

...  3-3 

17. 1 

17th 

17 

June 

...  4.0 

21. 1 

28th 

15 

July 

...  2.9 

29.2 

20th 

15 

August 

...  0.76 

3-9 

3rd 

7 

September 

2.76 

15-2 

12th 

12 

October 

...  2.43 

27.2 

22nd 

11 

November 

...  3-72 

14.O 

14th 

26 

December 

4.2 

17.5 

4th 

I9 

40.97 

\ 

187 
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Section  D. 


HOUSING. 

Reference  was  made  in  my  report  for  1946  to  the  general 
housing  position  in  the  town,  and  its  unsatisfactory  state  need 
not  here  be  laboured.  I  would  say,  however,  that  the  post  war 
building  schemes  of  the  Council  have  made  as  rapid  progress  as 
government  policy,  dictated  by  the  exigencies  of  the  economic 
state  of  the  country,  will  allow. 

The  Council’s  post-war  houses  have  been  erected  wholly 
by  traditional  building,  and  up  to  31st  December,  forty  houses 
were  completed  and  occupied.  Of  the  two  types  approved,  the 
tendered  price  was  £1122  and  £1178  respectively.  The  rent  of 
each  house,  inclusive  of  rates,  is  £1  is.  2d.  per  week.  This 
represents  a  high  percentage  of  the  present  day  average  weekly 
working  class  income.  With  the  present  high  cost  of  commodities 
in  general,  it  is  possible  that  this  is  approaching  the  hardship 
level. 

One  wonders  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  pass  on  a 
number  of  these  expensive  houses  to  the  more  affluent  section  of 
the  community  who,  at  the  present  time,  are  not  being  catered 
for,  and  for  the  Council  to  reserve  sufficient  financial  strength 
for  slum  clearance  schemes  of  which  several  are  urgently  needed 
in  the  town.  Under  the  present  arrangement  it  appears  that 
demolition  of  these  unhealthy  areas  is  going  to  be  much  delayed. 

We  have  heard  much  of  the  inability  of  the  British 
Architect  to  specify,  and  the  builder  to  erect,  a  low  cost  house 
free  from  the  annual  experience  of  burst  pipes.  Without  being 
over-confident  about  experience  in  the  distant  future,  I  would 
record  that  in  the  1946-47  and  1947-48  winters,  no  case  of  burst 
pipes  was  experienced  in  occupied  post-war  houses.  This  has 
been  achieved  by  careful  attention  to  planning  of  pipelines  and 
insulation  of  fittings,  and  £5  per  house  spent  on  such  matters 
when  building  must  definitely  save  thousands  of  pounds  over  a 
period  of  years. 

The  District’s  Post-War  Housing  Record: — In 
addition  to  forty  houses  completed  by  the  Council  to  31st 
December,  two  have  been  completed  by  Private  Enterprise  and 
six  families  have  been  housed  in  converted  army  huts.  Fifteen 
properties  have  also  been  requisitioned,  housing  twenty-two 
families. 
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Section  E. 


INSPECTION  and  SUPERVISION  of  FOOD. 

Milk— 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  table  that  nearly 
one  half  of  samples  of  milk  taken  for  testing  failed  to  pass  the 
cleanliness  test.  It  cannot  be  too  strongly  stressed  that  only 
one  quality  of  milk  should  be  on  sale — clean,  wholesome  and 
free  from  germs  or  disease.  Far  too  much  latitude  is  allowed  in 

L 

milk  production  considering  that  the  monetary  reward  is  quite 
adequate  to  more  than  compensate  for  decent  equipment  and 


reasonable  precautions. 

Total 

Grade 

Samples 

Passed 

Failed 

Taken 

♦ 

Tuberculin  Tested 

12 

8 

4 

Accredited 

20 

11 

9 

Tuberculin  Tested  School 

...  19 

6 

13 

Pastuerised  School 

4 

3 

1 

Ordinary  School  ... 

3 

1 

2 

Ordinary  ... 

26 

14 

12 

i  / 

\ 

84 

43 

4i 

Unsatisfactory  samples  are  followed  up  by  letters  or  by 
visits  to  the  farms. 

Ice  Cream- 

Six  premises  are  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  manufacture,  sale  or  storage  of 
ice  cream. 

Four  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  examination, 
of  these  one  was  satisfactory,,  and  three  unsatisfactory. 

Meat— 

The  inspection  of  carcases  at  the  slaughterhouse  has  been 
facilitated  by  the  installation  of  additional  electric  lights,  but 
although  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  has  slightly  declined, 
lack  of  space  and  of  amenities  continue  to  make  the  work  of 
inspection  difficult. 
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The  number  of  animals  passing  through,  and  the  carcases, 
parts  and  organs  condemned,  are  set  out  in  the  appended  table: 

Number  of  Animals  Inspected. 

Cattle  Cows  Pigs  Calves  Sheep 


Total  No  Inspected  1729  1223  438  1617  9283 


Percentage  of  whole 
carcases  affected 

with  Tuberculosis  .64%  4-74%  -23%  .18%  — 

Percentage  of  whole 
carcases  affected 
with  diseases  other 

than  Tuberculosis  .52%  4.01%  46%  2.1%  2.41% 

Percentage  of  organs 
or  parts  affected 

with  Tuberculosis  11.4%  22.9%  8.9%  —  — 

Percentage  of  organs 
or  parts  affected 
with  diseases  or 
conditions  other 

than  Tuberculosis  91.49%  81.93%  9.82%  2.35%  47-51% 


Total  number  of  animals  killed  ...  ...  14,290 

/ 

Total  number  of  carcases  condemned  for  Tuberculosis  73 

Total  number  of  carcases  condemned  for  diseases  other 

than  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  318 

Total  number  of  organs  or  parts  affected  with 

Tuberculosis  *  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5*6 

•  . 

Total  number  of  organs  or  parts  affected  with  diseases 

or  conditions  other  than  Tuberculosis  ...  7076 
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Other  Foodstuffs— 


Other  foodstuffs  which  have  been  condemned  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption  at  various  shops  in  the  town  are  as 
follows  : 


Article 

Unit 

Amt. 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

6  lb.  tins 

1 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

12  ozs.  tins 

17 

Veal  Loaf 

12  oz.  tins 

2 

Tongue  ... 

6  lb.  tin 

1 

Stewed  Steak 

Tins 

11 

Irish  Stew 

Ai.  tall  tins 

9 

Salmon  ... 

Gde.  i  large 

7 

Salmon  ... 

Gde.  i  small 

4 

Salmon  ... 

Gde.  2  small 

10 

Salmon  ... 

Gde.  3  large 

5 

Herrings 

i  lb.  jars 

37 

Herrings 

Small  tins 

1 

Pilchards 

Tins 

16 

Silver  Hake 

Tins 

10 

Sardines 

Tins 

6 

Herring  Spread 

!  3  oz.  tins 

32 

Herrings 

Stones 

14 

Kippers  ... 

Lbs. 

56 

Bloaters 

Lbs. 

28 

.Shrimps 

7  oz.  tin 

1 

Soups,  various  types 

io  oz.  tins 

2  7 

Baked  Beans  ... 

Large  tins 

37 

Baked  Beans  .... 

Small  tins 

8 

Spaghetti  x 

Tins 

1 

Macaroni  and  Cheese  ... 

i  lb.  tins 

12 

Peas  . 

Tins 

26 

Tomatoes 

Tins  . 

2 

Carrots  ... 

Tins 

9 

Spinach  Puree  ... 

Tins 

3 

Potatoes 

Tins 

1 

Beetroot 

19  oz.  tins 

97 

Sausage  Meat  ... 

2  lb.  tins 

1 

Sausages 

Tins 

5 

Sausages 

Loose  lbs. 

5 

Veal  and  Ham 

Loose  lbs. 

44 

Sauce 

Bottles  ... 

5i 

Sweet  Pickle 

Jars  . 

17 

Stuffing,  Sage  and  Onion 

Packets  ... 

72 

Stuffing,  Thyme  and  Parsley 

Packets  ... 

40 

Condensed  Milk 

Tins 

26 

Evaporated  Milk 

Tins 

57 

Syrup 

14  lb.  tins 

1 

14 


Other  Foodstuffs — (Continued). 


Article 

‘  % 

Unit 

Amt. 

Marmalade 

•  •  • 

2  lb.  tins 

3 

J  am 

i  lb.  tins 

1 

J  am 

ij  lb.  tins 

6 

J  am 

2  lb.  tins 

2 

Grapefruit 

* 

Tins 

2 

Plums 

Tins 

5 

Apples  ... 

6  lb.  tins 

1 

Fruit  Salad 

Tins,  2fs. 

3 

Apricots 

Tins,  2^s. 

4 

Peaches  ... 

Tins,  A2s. 

3 

Peaches,  dried  ... 

Lbs. 

4 

Puddings 

Tins 

2 

Flour 

3  lb.  bags 

152 

Breakfast  cereals 

Packets  ... 

5i 

Oats 

2  lb.  packets 

3 

Groats  ... 

Packet 

1 

Prunes  ... 

Lbs. 

128 

Bacon 

Lbs. 

7°i 

Butter  ... 

Lbs. 

Mi 

•  a  - 

1231 

In  addition 

to  the 

above, 

1140  lbs.  of  Corned  Beef  and 

Mutton  were  condemned  at  the  W.M.S.A.  Depot  at  the  Pannier 
Market. 


Section  F. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 

.  .  / 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  tables  that  the 
town  was  again  fortunate  in  not  having  an  epidemic  of  notifiable 
infectious  disease.  One  case  of  Infantile  Paralysis  occurred  in 
February.  No  case  was  notified  during  the  summer  epidemic, 
although  the  disease  appeared  in  the  rural  area  on  three  sides 
of  the  town.  The  spread  of  the  condition  is  quite  mysterious. 

The  notifiable  diseases  do  not  give  anything  like  a  proper 
picture  of  the  conditions,  undoubtedly  infectious,  which  occur  n 
a  neighbourhood.  In  order  to  try  to  throw  some  light  on  this 
subject  a  society,  known  as  the  “  Tavistock  and  District 
Epidemiological  .Society,”  was  formed  in  the  Autumn.  The 

'  \5 


Society  consists  of  the  practising  doctors  in  the  area,  with  Dr. 
Moore,  a  bacteriologist  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  and 
Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  and  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  whose  office  is  used  to  disseminate  information 
between  the  doctors. 

As  a  first  result  of  our  enquiries  it  was  found  that  Infectious 
Mononucleosis  was  quite  widespread,  and  that  several  members 
of  the  same  family  became  infected  one  after  the  other.  Another 
condition  which  usually  goes  under  the  generic  name  of  Gastric 
Influenza,  can  definitely,  on  clinical  grounds,  be  split  up  into  at 
least  three  clinical  entities — giddiness  and  vomiting,  vomiting 
only,  which  is  frequently  mistaken  for  food  poisoning  as  is  the 
first,  and  vomiting  and  diarrhoea,  for  which  no  chemical  or 
bacteriological  cause  can  be  found.  It  appears  that  these 
conditions  come  into  the  class  of  virus  infections  and  need  much 
further  elucidation.  It  is  hoped  that  the  future  will  hold  out 
success  to  our  researches. 

The  thanks  of  the  Committee  are  accorded  the  Council 
for  the  free  use  of  the  Council  Chamber  for  meetings. 

Diphtheria  :  One  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  during 
the  year  in  a  child  age  five  at  the  Institution.  She  had  not  been 
immunised. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  proceeded  successfully  during 
the  year,  and  the  accompanying  table  sets  out  the  percentage 
of  those  immunised.  The  method  of  approach  is,  to  parents  of 
children  under  five  by  post  at  nine  months  and  periodically 
thereafter,  and  school  children  through  the  schools.  It  can 
safely  be  assumed  that  if  a  child  is  not  immunised  it  is  not  through 
any  lack  of  suggestion  from  my  office.  It  is  with  much 
regret  that  neither  the  Ministry  or  the  County  Council  have  seen 
fit  to  make  use  of  this  elaborate  organisation  which  has  only  come 
about  by  years  of  effort. 

In  your  town  the  procedure  was  commenced  in  1935  to 
combat  an  epidemic  of  diphtheria  in  which  it  was  successful. 
Since  then  only  isolated  cases  have  occurred  as  the  immunisation 
has  proceeded  year  by  year.  It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that 
the  provisions  in  Section  26  of  the  Health  Act  requiring  medical 
practitioners  to  be  given  facilities  for  immunisation,  have  been 
anticipated  here  by  several  years.  In  spite  of  this  over  90% 
of  the  inoculations  have  been  done  by  your  Medical  Officer. 

The  decision  of  the  County  Council,  in  exercising  their 
prerogative,  to  centralise  this  procedure  in  Exeter,  40  miles 
away,  should,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Medical  Officer,  be  resisted 
to  the  utmost  in  the  public  interest. 
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Tuberculosis — 

Seven  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  one  case  of  Non- 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  Two 
deaths  were  recorded  from  the  former. 

At  the.end  of  the  year  43  cases  of  Tuberculosis  remained 
on  the  register,  and  are  set  out  below  : 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

Males  ...  ...  ...  19  Males  ...  ...  5 

Females  ...  ...  16  Females  ...  ...  3 

Total  43. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  thank  the  Chairman  and  Council 
for  the  ready  hearing  I  have  received  at  all  times,  and  also  to 
my  colleague,  Mr.  Colston,  who  has  materially  assisted  in  the 
preparation  of  this  report. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  ALLEN-PRICE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


20 


Tavistock  Printing  Co.,  Ltd., 
“  Gazette”  Office,  Tavistock 


I 


